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         If one cannot cry over the 

churban of the Beis Ha‟Mikdosh, 

then one should cry over their    

own personal churban 

A Word from the Rosh HaYeshiva 

New Horizons This Fall 

The „Tzitzis Jew‟ State of Mind 

A Chabura for the Rest of Us 

A Place Called Home 

There are a number of apparent changes next 

zman.  One noticeable difference is the 

absence of a few significant yeshiva members 

as well as the addition of notable new ones. 

While it is important to enjoy our vacations, we must remember that as Yidden we have a 

critical responsibility to ourselves and Am Yisroel.  There is a fundamental lesson we can 

learn from the „three weeks‟ and apply  to our summer that will ensure a successful break. 

CONDOLENCES: 

news... yeshiva 

R abbi Refael Rubin shlit”a, head of 

second and night sedarim, will be 

leaving his post after this summer zman.  This 

Elul, he and his family are relocating to 

Lakewood, NJ where he will assume a Rosh 

Yeshiva position in a new yeshiva.  Rabbi 

Mordechai German shlit”a will take his place 

after the summer. 

Much of the Yeshiva and its extended family 

are in disbelief that someone who invested  

Continued on Pg. 2 

A 
s we enter the hot summer 

months, we start relaxing and 

planning our  vaca t i ons .   

was not special in its physical and 

quantitative size,— a small sheep in the 

morning and another in the evening— it was  

during these difficult times?  One of the five 

sad events that occurred on  י״ז תמוז was the 

discontinuation of the  קרבן תמיד.  Why did 

 include this incident as one of the five חז״ל

sad occurrences that happened to the Jewish 

people on this date? Certainly, it was not of 

the same magnitude as the other four events 

mentioned? 

The answer is that although the קרבן תמיד 

from us all. 

When summer approaches, we tend to 

unwind a bit.  However, in yiddishkeit we 

cannot forget this lesson of continuity. Our 

davening and  קביעת עטים לתורה must be with 

a routine. This  קביעות will give us חיזוק and a 

 that reverses our plight. May we all be זכות

 with ותחזינה עינינו בשובך לציון ברחמים   to זוכה 

the  . גאולה שלמה במ״ב  ■ אמן 

However, the Jewish calendar‘s 

‗three weeks‘ prepare us in a 

very different way. These 

weeks are a time of national 

mourning and sorrow, as well 

as a time we reflect on the 

apparent separation between us 

and  הקב״ה. 

How can we be   מחזק ourselves 

unique in its continuity. The 

 was brought everyday תמיד

regardless of the conditions.  

Nevertheless, we find that an 

act so small in quantity, that is 

performed regularly,  is 

something very desired by the 

 It is this .רבונו של  עולם

continuity that   הקב״ה desires 

An act so small  

in quantity, that is  

performed regularly,  

is something very  

desired by the  

  רבונו של עולם

kollel  

Contact us at (908) 354-6057          www.elizabethkollel.org 

Yeshiva and Kollel Be’er Yitzchok Insights 

ENGAGEMENT: 

MARRIAGE: 

BIRTH: 

Mr. Danny Kahane on the passing of his mother AòH. 

Yosef Chaim Borenstein upon his marriage to Leah Carlebach  
Yehuda Stavsky upon his marriage to Aviva Thav  
Chaikel Kaufman upon his marriage to Chaya Esther Jacobovitch  
Yeruchem Fishel Goldfeder upon his marriage to Basie Jundef  
Menachem Polatsek upon his marriage to Nava Morgulis  

Binyamin Cohen upon his engagement to Malka Topaz  
Naftoli Katzman upon his engagement to Rivka Bree  
Avraham Derhy upon his engagement to Suri Groundland  
Yehuda Rubelow upon his engagement to Rena Kaufman  

Baby boy to R' Reuven Bauman and family  
Baby boy to Rô Moshe Goldberg and family 
Baby boy to Rô Yechiel Schachner and family  
Baby boy to Rabbi Rubin and family 

“ 

” ~ The Kotzker Rebbe 

ñ 

ò 

- visit us online at www.elizabethkollel.org 

By REUVEN BAUMAN 
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  A Chabura for the Rest of Us 

breakfast featuring words of chizuk from the 

Rosh Yeshiva, a one-on-one community 

member and yeshivaleit learning session, and an 

intriguing guest lecturer.  In his breakfast 

drasha, the Rosh Yeshiva stressed the 

importance of such a program, ―no matter how 

busy and over worked someone may be, he still 

can find time for learning Torah, especially on 

legal holidays.‖ 

 
Preparation  
The breakfast was prepared with the help of 

Mr. Bruce Joyandeh.  As one community 

member said, ―Mr. Joyandeh‘s eggs alone 

are worth coming for.‖  Following 

breakfast, the bochurim 

and bal habatim reviewed 

the source sheets to 

prepare for the lecture.   

―This get-together really 

r e f l e c t s  t h e  c l o s e 

relationship the community 

has with the Kollel,‖  a 

bochur, Chaim Asher 

current topics >>> 

Timeline >>> 

Over a Decade of Growth 

A Place Called Home 

T he recent proliferation of kollel families 

that have moved into the Hillside 

neighborhood is incredible. The presence of 

twelve such families is a tribute to both 

Yeshivas Be‟er Yitzchok and the Elizabeth/

Hillside community. The serious learning 

environment of Yeshivas Be‟er Yitzchok, 

provided within the framework of the 

engaging and friendly Elizabeth/Hillside 

community affords an attractive arrangement 

for these families.  Shlomo Spiro, a kollel 

member, said, “there is no shortage of 

families that invite us or ask to join us for 

Shabbos meals.” 

 

Although some other kollel members opt to 

live in places such as Lakewood or Passaic, 

these families agreed to join Hillside because 

of their desire to participate in the night 

sedarim and shabbosim.  The community 

realizes that many of the kollel members are 

always available to learn in chavrusa with 

anyone that wants and help make minyanim 

for the AI shul.  Marvin Rosenzweig, Gabbi 

of the AI shul, said, “we can always count on 

these young men to daven for the amud on 

Shabbos with their beautiful voices.” ■ 
 
-Ariel Kirsh and Family contributed to this article 

  

Three years ago, the cholent chabura, which was the brainchild of Dovid Zweig and Yossi Platnick, 

was formed with the intention of adding more in-depth Torah learning during the week.  Fortunately, 

the chabura has been a success, increasing its attendance four-fold since its inception.  Some come for 

the cholent, others for the friends and Torah, but all leave with a smile. 

T 
his past Memorial 

Day, the Yeshiva 

hosted its recurrent 

legal holiday program.  The 

program takes place almost 

every legal holiday at 9 AM 

in the Yeshiva‘s Beis 

Medresh.  As usual, the 

event included a lavish 

Continued from Pg. 1 

heavily in the yeshiva and community will be 

leaving them. 

Rabbi Rubin and his family lived in Hillside for the 

past five years and have profoundly influenced the 

yeshiva and community.  R. Refael was famous for 

sharing his Torah knowledge in an easygoing and 

friendly manner.  Many recognized him as a true 

baal eitzah and confided in him. 

Rabbi Rubin gave a Navi shiur after the AI 

hashkama minyan on Shabbos which each week 

completed a perek, ultimately finishing the entire 

proceed to the next room where they feed their 

stomachs with the weekly cholent.  The cholent, as 

one anonymous member said, ―is prepared the 

night before with all the proper kavonos and is 

strictly l‟shem shamayim.‖  Cholent is served every 

week except during the nine days during which 

pizza with a side order of donuts are served.   

Yudi Abraham recently presented a chabura 

entitled, ―The Power of Learning Torah.‖  In it he 

demonstrated, through a number of gemoros and 

medrashim, that the power of learning is so great, 

even the fiendishly wicked will still retain 

their reward in the next world.  As a proof, 

Yudi cited the egregious life of Elisha ben 

Avuya, otherwise known as Acher. Yudi 

said, ―After entering the Pardes, Acher 

became such an evil heretic that he even 

helped the Romans force the Jews to violate 

Shabbos in the most d‟oraysadike ways. 

Moreover, Acher destroyed many Batei 

Medrashim by convincing its students, 

future Tannaim, they would be happier if 

they left the Beis Medresh.  When Rav 

Meir, Acher‘s student, suggested he do 

teshuva, Acher responded, ‗I have already 

heard from behind the heavenly curtain that 

my repentance will not be accepted.‘‖ 

Yudi continued, ―after Acher‘s death, the 

heavenly tribunal was at a loss regarding 

what to do with him. On the one hand, he 

could not go to Olam Haba because of his 

sins. While on the other hand, he could not 

go to Gehinom because of his Torah study. 

According to some opinions, Rav Meir and 

Rav Yochonan were able to admit Acher to 

Olam Haba. Nevertheless, the fact that 

Heaven did not know what to do with Acher 

– one of the most wicked people, because he 

knew Hashem and rebelled against Him— 

demonstrates the eternal power of Torah 

and its merit. Zechus hatorah magen— the 

power of a single letter is tremendous.  In 

heaven, it is not how much money or how 

many friends one has, it is the amount of 

Torah that matters.‖  Ashrei mi sheba l‟kan 

v‟talmudo b‟yado. ■. 
-for more info please visit elizabethkollel.org/community 

The Legal  

Holiday Programs 

are 

Started 

Yehoshua, Shoftim, and Shmuel I.  In 

addition, he taught a weekly community 

Gemarah shiur and one morning period at 

the JEC high school.  He also maintained a 

number of one-on-one lessons with local 

teenagers and shul members. 

The Rubin house was renowned for their 

delicious and affable Shabbos meals.  It 

was a place as one bochur said, ―you could 

always call last minute and get 

invited.‖  The yeshiva, kollel, and 

community will greatly miss Rabbi Rubin.  

They wish him much mazal and brocha at 

his forthcoming position.  Avromie 

Greenman, a bochur, said, ―after the 

success he enjoyed here in Elizabeth, we 

are confident he will be successful there as well.‖ 

In an interview, the new second seder 

rebbe, Rabbi German, said he ―looks 

forward to working with Rabbi Schulman 

who is a warm and devoted Rebbe.‖  Rabbi 

Community >>> 

The “Tzitzis Jew” State of Mind 

Reisman said. 
 
Lecture  

Following the group learning, the guest 

lecturer, R. Shmuel Greenberg, Rabbi of the 

Young Israel of White Plains and father of a 

former talmid, examined the rules 

governing monetary acquisitions in Jewish 

law and its marital and land applications.  

He concluded his lecture on another matter, 

explaining the correlation between the 

beginning and end of the week‘s sedra, 

Parshas Sh‟lach. Rabbi Greenberg 

explained, ―the parsha began with the 

episode of spies who were unable to  

understand that the ‗bad‘ they were wittnessing in 

the land of Israel was really beneficial.  For 

instance, they saw its inhabitants dying all around 

them.  Instead of considering that Hashem was 

causing these people‘s demise to facilitate the Jew‘s 

victory, they thought the land was awfully diseased.  

This lack of insight gave impetus to their demise.‖  

He continued to illustrate, ―tzitzis serve to remind 

us that not everything is as it seems and we must 

discern the true purpose of things.‖ That is why, 

says Rabbi Greenberg, ―the parsha ends with the 

mitzvah of tzitzis, to counteract the behavior of the 

spies.  Tzitzis train us to look for the real purpose.  

The t‟cheiles on the tzitzis should remind us of the 

sea, which in turn remind us of the heavens, and 

then ultimately of Hashem.‖ He encouraged 

everyone to be a ‗tzitzis Jew,‘ as he puts it, ―a Jew 

who understands purpose in life.‖  ■ 

-Reuven Bauman contributed to this article. 

Option congue nihil imperdiet doming quod 

Rabbi Greenberg lecturing 
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German, who lives in Passaic, NJ, has many years 

of teaching experience.  As a bochur, he attended 

the Yeshiva Gedolah of Passaic where he met the 

Rosh Yeshiva and subsequently learned under 

HaRav Avrohom Yehoshua Soleveichik in Brisk.  

Afterwards he joined Rav Meir Stern‘s kollel and is 

currently a 10th grade Rebbe at the Mesivta of 

Passaic.  Rabbi German expressed his pleasure to 

have been selected for such holy work, ―it is my 

understanding that Be‘er Yizchok is a very 

closeknit yeshiva with highly motivated young 

men.‖ He said he anticipates ―meeting everyone 

and wishes the talmidim a successful zman.‖ ■ 

 

Rabbi Rubin can be reached at (347) 254-3843 

-Shlomo Spiro contributed to this article. 

 L. to R. Eli Konovitch, Reuven Bauman, Aharon Steinberg, 
Shlomo Spiro, Yosef Chaim Borenstien, Shlomo Pines, 
Yaakov Ryp, Meir Grunfeld, Yehuda Chesner, & Akiva 
Posen. Not pictured - Yona Bauman, Ariel Kirsh, & Avi Katz 

By EFFIE MOSKOWITZ 

E 
very Thursday night, after the Adath 

Israel Ma'ariv in the summer and at 9 

PM in the winter, the cholent chabura 

convenes in the Yeshiva's Beis Medresh 

for Torah and cholent. The chabura generally 

studies contemporary halachic and ethical issues 

and is presented on a rotational basis by its 

members.  One member, Yossi Pinsker, said, ―it is a 

great place to develop chiddushei Torah and 

present them to a constructive and analytical 

audience.‖  After feeding their souls, the members 

By SHLOMO SPIRO 

Reuven Bauman (l.) preparing with Dr. Schneider (r.) 

Rabbi Glustein learning with bochurim 
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